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 “Rodrigo Sanchez never had a chance.”  That was the first sentence of the news 
report that told how a four-year-old boy died after eating rat poison.  

 The article went on to explain why the boy never had a chance: his mother 
had been investigated by child services six times since his birth for failing to 
send her kids to school, failing to supervise them, neglecting them medically 
and using drugs and alcohol.  

 The entire family lived in squalor with broken furniture, clothing strewn 
everywhere and empty drug bags littering the floor.

 And the reason Rodrigo ended up eating a lethal dose of poison?  
Investigators think the little boy may have confused it for food since 
there was no food in the home — except a small box of pancake mix 
and a few packets of ketchup.

 The paper even described the gruesome scene when someone finally 
found Rodrigo.  It’s horrific!  And it’s especially INFURIATING because 
that little boy was one of ours.

 You see, the tragedy is . . . the reality is . . . that some of these kids are 
growing up in a nightmare.  They live in circumstances that most people 
can’t imagine.  They see things that many adults couldn’t even handle.  

 That is why we do what we do!  We lavish Christian love on these 
kids.  We go out every week on the streets and hold multiple services 
on the weekend.  To get these kids under the sound of the gospel, 
we provide after-school programs, summer programs, we feed 
them, we conduct personal home visits, on and on.  Because one 
sobering truth we know at Metro World Child is that salvation is 
guaranteed — another day isn’t.   

A Tragic Mistake

continued on page 2

We could not offer the messages and programs that transform young people on the inside — so they’re 

able to resist the forces that try to destroy them from the outside — without the support of friends 

like you. Thank you!

This Easter may be the one chance we have to make a life-saving difference



 “It won’t happen again.”  It’s the worn-out promise that typically 
follows domestic violence.  But this time, Trisha wasn’t buying it.  She 
left for good, not only for her own safety, but for her children’s.  

 Trisha and her children were homeless, but she knew there was no 
going back.  The family bounced from shelter to shelter, trying to pick 
up the pieces.  But at a shelter in Harlem, something was different.  
Every week, Metro’s big, yellow 
Sunday School truck pulled up.  
There was worship and laughter, hugs 
and reassurance.  Trisha’s children 
started attending and loved it.  

 As we got to know Trisha and her 
kids, we were able to help provide 
them with some food and care items.  
Not long after, we received this note 
from Trisha’s little girl:

“ Thank you for the food.  We are poor, but we did not come to Sunday School 
for food.  We came because we love God and we know He provides for us.”

 God did provide that day — He used Metro World Child and the 
help of friends like you to feed a hungry child.  So many Metro children 
need a solid foundation — one built on Christ — to help them realize 
they can move beyond the hand they’ve been dealt to achieve wonderful 
things.  This Easter, your generosity will work to put that foundation in 
place for children like Trisha’s as well as other inner-city boys and girls.

With God’s grace and 
friends like you, we 
can continue providing 
the physical food and 
spiritual food children 
need to become 
followers of Christ.  

Thanks To You 171,566 Children  
Were Blessed Through Operation 
Holiday Hope!
Metro World Child partners are amazing!  The 
Thanksgiving Boxes of Love and Christmas gifts 
friends like you helped provide through Operation 
Holiday Hope impacted the lives of 171,566 boys 
and girls during the holiday season.  That means 
171,566 children felt special, 171,566 children realized 
someone out there really does care and 171,566 children 
experienced the love of Christ in action!  On behalf of 
each and every child you helped, and everyone here 
at Metro World Child — THANK YOU!

Homeless . . . Hungry . . .  
And Searching For Hope
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A Tragic Mistake
 Sometimes there is only a small 
window of time to make a difference.  
In Greek it’s called a Kairos moment 
— a divine moment.  And any 
blessing not shared dies. 

 So we work hard to capture every 
moment we can and share every 
blessing possible.  And while we don’t 
take loss lightly at Metro World Child, 
thankfully, we’re still able to be there 
for Rodrigo’s two brothers.  After the 
tragedy, the brothers stopped coming 
to Sunday School . . . until one day, at 
another Metro site way across town, 
Rodrigo’s brothers came running up to 
our staff.  They explained that they were 
living with a foster family who made 
sure they were still able to attend Sunday 
School and be near their “Metro family.”

 As the Easter season approaches, 
Pastor Bill will be preaching one of the 
most important messages a child could 
hear.  It’s one of those Kairos moments 
to teach children — many for the first 
time ever — that they are loved, that 
there is hope and that Jesus died on  
the cross for them so they may have 
eternal life!  

 So please continue standing with us 
during this most holy season.  Thank 
you in advance for answering and acting, 
and most of all for helping Metro World 
Child take the opportunity to reach a 
child before it’s too late.

EASTEr BASkETS ArE BACk . . .  

There is no more powerful display 
of God’s love for us than sending 
His son to die on the cross for our 
salvation.  And this Easter, as we 
reach out to inner-city children 
and teach them that Jesus is “the 
resurrection and the life” you can 
give a child a reminder of that. 
Your gift of $25 by March 20th 
will provide an Easter basket for a 
child to help celebrate God’s most 
precious gift to mankind.
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As a Partner of Metro  
World Child, you 
are a valuable part 
in carrying out our 
mission through your 
prayers and support.  Please join 
with us as we pray . . . 

•  That we reach as many children 
and their families as possible with 
the Gospel this Easter and that 
they will receive the salvation  
that comes from knowing  
Jesus Christ.

•  That God will bless us this year  
so that we may be able to feed 
more children and families than 
ever before.

Amen!  Thank you! 

PRAYER NETWORK  
UPDATEWArM HEArTS

And HAndS

Every Child deserves To Be As 
Warm On The Outside As The 

Gospel Makes Them Feel inside . . . 

 Snow storms and freezing temperatures 
are no winter wonderland — especially for 
countless children who are without basic 
winter clothing.  Metro World Child’s Warm 
Hearts and Hands Campaign provides warm 
gloves, coats, hats, scarves, socks and more to 
deserving boys and girls — and you can help!  

 In life, these kids need God’s armor to 
protect them.  In winter, they also need warm 
clothing and gear to get them through.  Please 
don’t leave a child in the cold.  There’s still 
time to help!
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Illumination.  Transformation.  Separation.

A visitor who came to Metro told me, “I’ll never be 
the same.”  That was an interesting comment, because 
there comes a defining moment, a defining time, when 
you see something that doesn’t just stir you — it moves 
you beyond.  

Like the story of Nicodemus.  I believe Nicodemus had 
an Illumination.  Nicodemus saw something in Jesus that 
he hadn’t seen in other religious leaders.  There have been 
so many times when folks come to Metro and it’s become 
an illumination for them — and that’s the first part of the 
process of real change.

After talking with Jesus, a Transformation took place 
in Nicodemus.  That’s when the Holy Spirit begins moving 
us into a whole different mindset, another dimension of 
Christian service.

That leads us to the third part in the process: Separation.  
It’s similar to a woman having a child.  In the first and second 
trimester there are a lot of changes happening.  But at the end 
of the third trimester, there’s a baby.  

That’s what Jesus was trying to tell Nicodemus, “You 
must be born again.”  But Nicodemus didn’t understand.  

“Do I go back into my mother’s womb,” he asked?  We 
know once a child comes out of the womb there’s no going 
back.  And this is what Nicodemus realized.  And that 
brings us to the last part of that process for him, as it is for 
all of us.  

I’m praying for “rebirth” this Easter.  I’m praying that 
God shows people what they’ve never seen before . . . an 
illumination that doesn’t just stir them, but moves them.  
And as they begin to change and transform, I’m praying 
that they reach that point of separation where they come 
out of that old mindset . . . they come out of that old way of 
thinking and never go back.  

I want to thank you for being someone who has 
“come out of the old” for our kids.  Your illumination, 
transformation and separation for this ministry has made it 
where you can’t just sit on the sidelines anymore.  You know 
there is no going back and because of that you are making a 
genuine difference.  I thank God for that, and I thank God 
for you. 

Without wax,

Warm Hearts and Hands 2015

From Pastor Bill



 How do you know when you’re getting through to a 
teenager?  It’s not a trick question.  In fact, it’s one that 
probably every mom, dad, pastor, teacher, counselor — 
you name it — has wondered.  Interestingly, a Metro staff 
member received her answer to that question loud and clear. 

 Typically, at Metro World Child we minister to children 
between five and 12 years of age.  After all, around here, 
when a young person reaches 12 or older, the streets have 
molded them.  In fact, quite often, the die has already been 
cast, which makes what happened at our newest Sunday 
School location so exciting.    

 Metro has been ministering in Washington Heights, 
right above Harlem, for about two years.  The neighborhood 
is plagued with drugs from dealers to addicts to everything 
in between.  

 One day, just as Metro Sunday School was setting 
up, a man who was high on drugs began making a scene.  
Shouting obscenities and 
threatening to hurt himself, 
he was more than a public 
nuisance, he was a sad 
example of the toll drugs 
take on a person’s life.  

 The police were called 
to handle the situation at 
just about the same time 
many teens were being 
dismissed from school.  
Curiously, they asked a Metro staff member what was 
happening and she explained that the man was on drugs and 
was broken inside.  

      “He should talk to Jesus like you teach the kids  
to do at Sunday School,” one of the boys said.  “Yeah,  

he needs a relationship with God,” another boy 
chimed in.   

        The teens were repeating lessons that Metro had 
been teaching the younger kids!  And it didn’t stop 

there because then they all decided that they should 
pray for the man.  So right there in the middle of 
the block the teens and our Metro Sunday School 
staff stood there and prayed. 

       That is the power of the word of God!  
The services we’ll be preaching this spring and 
Easter season have the opportunity to change 
lives forever.  And not just the little lives in the 
audience.  Thanks to your continued support, 
we’ll be able to reach out through Sunday 
School and other programs and touch the 
hearts of all who hear — parents, siblings, 
bystanders and more! 

“ So then, faith comes 
from hearing the 
message, and the 
message comes 
through preaching 
Christ.”   
            Romans 10:17 

You’re Helping Introduce The Word Of God 
Across Generations  Faith really does come by hearing

 As you read this Metro Report, you’ll  
see the difference your generosity is making.  
Yet, there are so many children who still need  
to know they have a heavenly Father who  
loves them.  

 Your gift today along with the included 
reply form will help us continue offering 
children a personal relationship with God and the  
life-changing experience that comes with it.  Thank you! 

*To protect their privacy, the names and photos in this Metro Report have been changed.

This Easter, The Miracle Begins With You!    

4

 

Please make your gift payable to Metro World 
Child and return it with this reply form in the 
envelope provided. To give by credit card, please 
use the back of this form. Thank you! Please keep me up to date by email! 

My email is________________________________

Help Change And Save The Lives Of Boys And Girls This Easter!

METrO WOrLd CHiLdP.O. BOX 695 • BROOKLYN, NY  11237-0695 
(718) 453-3352 • METROWORLDCHILD.ORG/HUNGER

Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Smith123 Main Street Anytown, USA 12345-6789TAFDFTDAAAFTDAFAAFTAFAFTTFTDATDATDAFDDFDAATAFAFAAFADADFFAAAFTFFFF  

Mr. & Mrs. Smith, This Easter, the Miracle  of New Life Begins  With You!

Yes, Pastor Bill!  I want to give children the spiritual nourishment they need  

through Sunday School and other important outreaches.  Here is my special gift of:
q $___________
q Here is my additional gift of $_______ to provide Easter baskets for the children!


