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      One reason I began Operation Holiday Hope  
19 years ago is because I still know how I felt as a  
kid on Christmas — awful.  A lot of Metro kids  
feel the exact same way.   

      As you may already know, during Operation 
Holiday Hope, we share the message of our 
Savior with children in New York, South Africa, 
Philippines, Kenya, India and Romania.  Our goal 

is to deliver this message with a special gift for each child.  But I’ll never 
forget the Christmas we were so low on gifts we didn’t know if we were 
going to have enough for the kids at our last service in New York.  

 Sure enough, once we were done handing out the gifts, 
there was one little girl left.  She was about six years old.  
Thankfully, we found a spare doll — not even a Barbie doll 
— just a simple, little girl doll.  We hadn’t even been 
able to wrap it.  But I gave it to the little girl and she 
started to cry.  She looked up at me and said, “Pastor 
Bill, this is going to be my mom.”  

 I had been worried that she’d be upset because it 
wasn’t wrapped in shiny paper or as special as some of 
the other gifts.  But now I was confused.  So I asked, 
“What do you mean?”  

 This is what she said, “My mom left.  She didn’t 
want me.  But I’m going to keep this doll and she’s going 
to be my mom, and I’ll make sure she never leaves me.”   

 My heart sank.  I know exactly how it feels to be left . . . 
to know that my mom didn’t want me.  And while Operation 
Holiday Hope may have stemmed from my experience 
growing up and how I want to make Christmas just a  
little bit better for these kids — it’s really about making  
a personal difference in the life of a child.

OPERATION HOLIDAY HOPE 2014
The perfect gift doesn’t always come wrapped in a bow. 

This Christmas we’re sharing 
God’s love with kids who need 
Him most.  Please join us and 
help me by supporting Operation 
Holiday Hope.  Thank you! 

continued on page 2



THANkS FOR MAkINg IT A  
SuMMER OF SALvATION!

 Thanks to all of our friends who cared enough to sponsor a  
child, more than 800 inner-city kids spent their summer smiling and 
laughing, singing, worshipping, playing games and 
more at Camp X-treme!

 We certainly could not have done it without 
our staff and counselors.  But absolutely none of 
it would have been possible without the sponsors 
whose kindness sent those boys and girls to 
camp!  Lives were forever changed . . . and 
souls forever saved because you cared enough 
to help send a child to camp.  Thank you! 

You Can Make A Difference
A simple gift provided by a caring friend 

like you can have a lasting impact.

 I’m sure some of you have heard the story about a beach where at 
certain times of the year thousands of starfish wash up on the sand and 
become stranded.  One day, a man saw a boy picking up starfish then 
throwing them back into the sea.  “There are thousands of starfish and 
miles of beach,” he said.  “Do you really think you’re going to make a 
difference?”  “I don’t know,” the boy replied.  “But I think it will make a 
difference to this one,” and he threw another starfish into the sea.

 One person can make a difference and Operation Holiday Hope is 
the perfect opportunity. Justin is proof.  Last Christmas, at a Sunday School 
site in the Bronx, a woman came up to our staff and said, “What you are 
doing is wonderful.  When my son Justin was little he came to Metro.  We 
didn’t have much and you gave him a toy.  He’s an adult now but he still 
has it.  He kept it all these years because it really meant something to 
him.  I want you to know he grew up and did good.  He’s doing good.”

 That is the power of God at work, brought to life through a $10 
gift made possible by a friend like you.  The gifts you help provide 
shows a child he is special . . . he does have value and that someone does 
care.  And while it may seem like a small thing, when you have nothing, 
it’s a really big deal!  Please help make a difference this Christmas by 
sponsoring an Operation Holiday Hope gift today.  Thank you! 

The Perfect gift
continued from page 1

 Every year, I tell the kids that the 
gifts they receive come from Christian 
people who care.  People like you, who 
love Jesus and want these boys and 
girls to know Him like you do.  This 
Christmas, Jesus is allowing you to 
introduce Him to a child.

 Right now, every $10 ($11 
Canada) you give will provide a gift 
to make a child’s Christmas a little 
better . . .a little brighter.  It could be 
the gift that sparks the moment — the 
defining moment when it connects 
with a kid that all the bad around her 
— no matter where she is in the world 
— isn’t all there is to life.  

 Please help us be here for these 
boys and girls — sharing the promise 
of God’s love and giving them a 
reminder of it — a Christmas gift of 
their own.  Consider what you can 
do today for a child this Christmas.  
Thank you.  

Every $10 ($11 Canada) 
you give will provide a 
gift to make a child’s 
Christmas a little better 
and brighter than before! 
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As a Partner of Metro 
World Child, you 
are a valuable part 
in carrying out our mission 
through your prayers and 
support.  Please join with us  
as we pray . . .  
•   That all the needs will be met 

for Operation Holiday Hope 
and that every child who 
receives a gift would receive the 
true gift of salvation. 

•   That the gifts you help provide 
will be a tool that allows God 
to touch the lives of children 
and families who have never 
received Him.  

•   For Pastor Bill in his travels, 
along with our 2014 interns 
who will be returning home 
soon, that they remain strong 
and eager to continue working 
for the Kingdom.

Amen!  Thank you! 

PRAYER NETWORK  
UPDATE

      As most of you know, I didn’t 
have an ideal childhood.  But what 
you may not know is, because of 
that, I never really liked Christmas.  
Actually, I hated it.
      Before my mom left, I would 
wake up on Christmas morning 
and there was nothing.  No tree.  
No gifts.  No father — just a 

mom who was drunk.  Then the first Christmas after 
she abandoned me, I was living in a closet at the church.  
I remember waking up and walking into the main 
auditorium.  No one was there.  That’s when it hit me 
once again — there wasn’t going to be a Christmas.
 But then it happened.  As I started back down the 
hall toward my “home” in the closet, I saw a picture of 
Jesus.  At 12 years old, I realized He was what I had for 
Christmas — and it was okay.
 Things have changed a lot in my life since then, but 
Jesus is the best gift I’ve ever received.  And I want to pass 
that on to as many kids as possible.

 When I started Metro, I told myself, if I could, I 
would do whatever it took to get every kid in Sunday 
School a gift at Christmas.  Today, that promise has 
evolved into something big . . . Operation Holiday 
Hope.  It’s so big, in fact, that I need help.  
 If you’ve never experienced it or seen it, I can imagine 
it’s hard for you to understand how a simple doll or toy 
truck can make such a huge impact, but it can.  
 The whole purpose of giving a child a Christmas gift 
is to introduce them to the greatest gift — Jesus.  Because 
when He becomes real in a child’s life, this manifests into 
a tangible gift, which is why I hope you will consider 
sponsoring a Christmas gift for a child today.
 Over the years, I’ve seen the difference these gifts 
make.  And for me, that becomes the momentum to do 
more.  It’s what my Christmas has become.  Thank you 
for sharing this holiday with me and for sharing Jesus 
and His love with a child during this blessed time of year.  
Merry Christmas and God bless. 
   Without wax,
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A Special Christmas Message from Pastor Bill

guARDINg THE gIFT
“The thief comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy. I have 
come in order that you might have life — life in all its fullness.”  

John 10:10

 Metro World Child is located in one of the most 
dangerous areas of the city.  Life here isn’t easy and eight-
year-old Isaiah already knows that.  Last Christmas, as 
Pastor Bill was dropping kids off after Sunday School, 
Isaiah got to the front of the bus, patted his gift and  
said, “Pastor Bill, I can’t let anybody steal this . . .  
I just can’t!”  Then he stuck the gift in his coat, 
jumped off the bus and immediately ran down 
the block to get to his building so no one would 
try to steal his gift. 

 Many of the kids we minister to have seen 
more by the time they are 11 years old than many 
adults will see in their entire lifetime.  These boys 
and girls desperately need the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ and His armor to protect them.  
The only way many will ever receive that is 
by coming to Metro World Child.      

 Please help us reach out to boys and girls 
this holiday season and teach them about the 
one “gift” that has been given to them — the 
gift that can never be taken away.  



 Every year through Operation Holiday Hope, we share the message 
of our Savior with children in New York, South Africa, Philippines, 
Kenya, India and Romania.  Whether a wrapped gift, a Christmas meal 
or a new pair of boots comes with that message, when you support 
Operation Holiday Hope, you are helping give kids something they 
will carry with them the rest of their lives — the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and the hope He gives. 

 And this is so important.  The boys and girls we minister to live 
in such depressed conditions.  Whether there’s no food or furniture or 
worse, no love or hope.  These little children are the armor bearers in 
their homes.  They pray for their heroin-addicted mothers, their fathers 
in prison — at six-years old, many children are the spiritual leaders in 
their homes. 

 Last year, we reached 130,000 children like these worldwide through 
Operation Holiday Hope.  This season, we expect to embrace even 
more boys and girls.  But it can only happen if friends like you will pray 
consistently and give generously so that Metro World Child can fill up as 
many lives as possible through Operation Holiday Hope.  Please help 
today.  Thank you! 

Worldwide Operation 
of Hope Changes Young 
Lives for Eternity

 There’s still enough time to 
provide a Box of Love to one of the 
many children still in need of food 
this year.  Right now, every $25 ($27 
in Canada) you share lets us provide 
a 25-pound box filled with enough 
food to feed a hungry family, along 
with a Thanksgiving turkey.  

 Thank you for showing boys and 
girls they are loved and cared for by 
Jesus and friends like you!  We certainly 
could not do it without you.  

Boxes of Love . . . 
There’s Still Time! 
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For many Metro kids there will be no family 
celebration . . . no gifts to open and no Merry 
Christmas.  Your gift sent along with the 
enclosed reply card will let them experience 
the true meaning of Christmas as they learn 
the greatest message in history.  

Please help us reach as many children  
as possible to help make this a Christmas  
to remember!  

Please Sponsor An Operation Holiday Hope 
Christmas Gift For A Child Today

*To protect their privacy, the names and photos in this Metro Report have been changed.


